GOP Drops . 
Lawyer Tied 
To Bug sine: 

By Robert F. Levey 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

A former White House aide 
was fired in June as a lawyer 
for the Committee for the Re- 
election of the President after 
refusing to answer FBI ques- 
tions about the alleged bug- 
ging attempt at Democratic 
National Committee headquar- 
ters. 

G. Gordon Liddy, 42, was 
fiTe'$" bylffen^ommlttee chair- 
man John X. Middled on June 
28, according to a variety of 
sources, when he refused to 
cooperate with FBI investiga- 
tors who had asked to inter- 
view him earlier that week. 

The raid on DNC headquar- 
ters took place early the morn- 
ing of June 17. Five men with 
CIA connections were ar- 
rested in the DNC offices — 
wearing rubber gloves and 
carrying electronic eavesdrop- 
ping equipment. 

It was not immediately clear 
what questions the FBI 
wanted to ask Liddy, who was 
serving as the committee’s 
counsel on finances and cam- 
paign contributions at the 
time he was fired. 

Asked to specify them or 
speculate on them, an FBI 
spokesman contacted yester- 
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day declined. So did a White 
House spokesman. 

Liddy, reached by telephone j 
at his Oxon Hill home yester- j 
day, said: 

“I would appreciate it if you 
would understand, sir, that I 
just don’t want to discuss this 
matter at this time with any 
^member of the press. I mean 
no personal discourtesy.” 
DeVan L. Shumway, public 
affairs director for the com- 
mittee, confirmed in an inter- 
view yesterday, however, that 
the FBI questions would have 
dealt with what he called the 
incident. 

Shumway said Liddy’s firing 
was based on a policy of the 
committee, which holds that 
firing is automatic for any em- 
ployee who does not cooperate j 
with authorities. Liddy had 
been with the committee since 
;Dec. 11, 1971, shortly after it 
Jwas formed, and was being 
paid $1,900 a month after 
taxes, Shumway said. 

“We have no theories about 
why he declined to cooperate,” 
Shumway added. 

The committee has stead- 
fastly denied any involvement 
in the break-iri since police 
discovered it at 2:30 a.m. June 
17. So has the White House. 

■!.; According to Shumway, 
Liddy was an employee of the 
committee at the same time as 
James W. McCord Jr., the 
committee’s former security 
Chief. McCord was one of the 
five men arrested and charged 
in the break-in. 

( Previously, during several 
mths in late 1971 when he 
>rked out of the White 
ouse on Operation Intercept 
the federaT^htimarijudHa* 
mpaign along the Mexican 
rder — Liddy worked with E. 
mold Hunt Jr., White House 
urces said. 

Hunt’s name, with the nota- 



s tion “White House” beside it, 
s was found on address books 
: seized from two of the men ar- 
, rested June 17 at the Water- 
: gate. 

White House sources said, 
yesterday Hunt had worked on 
Operation Intercept mostly in 
addition to but sometimes 
alongside Liddy. The two men 
were not technically on the 
same White House staff, how- 
ever, sources there said. Hunt 
served under Charles Colson, 
special councel to the Presi- 
dent, while Liddy worked for 
domestic affairs director John 
Ebrlichmann. 

““CrcRTy'Tar ne d bachelor’s and 
,, law. . degrees from Fordham 
. University in New York, his 
birthplace. In between, he was 
an Army artillery officer in 
Korea. 

From 1957 until 1962, Liddy 
■ was an FBI agent . From 1962 
[ ^fflU96ST^epracticed law in 
New York City. From 1965 
until 19$8, Liddy was an assist- 
ant district attorney in Dutch- 
ess Uounty, N.Y. 

That fall, Liddy ran against 
incumbent Hamilton Fish in! 
the Republican primary in 
New York’s 28th District. 

Conducting a strict law-and- 
order campaign in the subur- 
ban and rural district, Liddy 
lost by about 1,000 votes out of 
about 70,000 cast. He was 
named special assistant to the 
Secretary of the Treasury in 
April, 1969, and was trans- 
ferred to the White House 
staff in late 1971. 

While McCord: and Uiddy 
were on the committee’s staff 
together, “they certainly knew 
efjch other,” Shumway said. 
Cther staff members said, 
however, that the two men 
were not particularly close. 

’ Shumway added that the 
FBI “must have informed 
them here (at the committee)” 
about Liddy’s refusal to an- 
swer FBI questions, for com- 
mittee staff members “pre- 
sumably” would not otherwise 
have known about the FBI in- 
vestigation or Liddy’s refusal 
to cooperate. 




